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ECOWAS Summit on Liberia Enters Third Day 


Disarmament Given ‘Little Attention’ 


AB1905191695 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 19 May 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Liberian summit in Abuja, 
Nigeria, scheduled for one day is now well into its third. 
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] heads of state are trying to thrash out a final 
peace deal with the Liberian warlords. Many of the 
heads of state have already gone home but their foreign 
ministers look like they have a long night ahead of them, 
wrestling with the structure of the Council of State with 
the six warring Liberian parties. On the progress, or lack 
of it, Sola Odunfa reports from Abuja: 


[Begin Odunfa recording] The six participating parties 
at the Abuja mini summit have been meeting al) day 
today with the Committee of Nine foreign m © ste.s 
to find a way out of the power sharing deadloca, but 
the movement towards a breakthrough is slow indeed. 
The NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] and 
ULIMO [United Liberation Movement for Democracy 
in Liberia] are standing firm behind Chief Tamba 
Taylor whom they nominated to the chairmanship of 
the proposed ruling council. This is against the so far 
unyielding stand of the three other parties: The AFL 
[Armed Forces of Liberia], the Coalition Forces, and 
the Liberian National Conference who argue that the 
90-year old traditional ruler is too old to rule Liberia 
and that besides that, he does not have an acceptable 
level of education. 


The major turnaround at today’s meeting is ULIMO’s 
backing out of the provision of the Akosombo Accord 
which gives it the office of second vice chairman of 
the ruling council. ULIMO now proposes that there be 
three vice chairmen, all of equal status and power. This 
ULIMO shift leaves the NPFL isolated as the only party 
demanding favored position. The three other parties 
have not responded to the ULIMO proposal which will 
create a powerful elite of three among the five members 
of the council. Presumably, the elite three will produce a 
successor to the aging Chief ‘1 amba Taylor. The meeting 
rose to reconvene later tonight. 


The ECOWAS nations themselves are divided in their 
dealings with the parties. Burkina Faso has been openly 
identified here as Charles Taylor's major backer in 
the region, with Ghana providing diplomatic leverage. 
Sierra Leone and Guinea are said to be uncomfortable 
with the prospect of the NPFL being handed power 
across their borders. While the nagging over power shar- 
ing continues, the very important issues of disarmament 
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and peace enforcement have so far received little atten- 
tion. [end recording] 


Summit Concludes; ‘Further Accord’ Needed 


AB2005142795 Paris AFP in English 
1409 GMT 20 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Abuja, May 20 (AFP) — 
West African leaders wound up a summit Saturday 
[20 May] aimed at ending Liberia's civil war with an 
agreement to meet again soon for a “further accord 
On Outstanding points,” the secretary general of the 
regional ECOWAS [Economic Community of West 
African States] organisation said in a closing statement. 


Edward Benjamin, of the Economic Community of West 
African States, did not indicate what accords had been 
achieved among the various Liberian factions during the 
three days of negotiations which concluded late Friday, 
nor say when or where the next meeting would take 
place. 


"The summit has informed the parties involved in the 
Liberian crisis to be ready to reconvene in a short 
period to sign a supplementary agreement on all the 
remaining unresolved issues,” Benjamin said in his 
closing statement. 


The summit of the nine-member ECOWAS, which has a 
peace-keeping force in Liberia, reconvened briefly here 
in the morning for the formal closing session and the 
release of the final communique. 


Nigerian junta chief General Sani Abacha and President 
Jerry Rawlings of Ghana had led the negotiations to try 
to bring about an end to a conflict that has claimed more 
than 150,000 lives. 


Rawlings, the current ECOWAS chairman, indicated on 
Wednesday, when the meeting began, that if the summit 
led to nothing the community would consider pulling 
Out the troops it sent to Liberia in August 1990. 


The main bones of contention during the talks were 
understood to be the composition of a Liberian council 
of state, or transitional joint presidency, the share-out 
c 


of ministerial and other posts, and the enforcement o! 
disarmament and ceasefire accords. 


Tamba Taylor Selected as Council Chair 


AB2005152095 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 20 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The meeting of the ECOWAS 
[Economic Community of West African States] com- 
mittee of nine on Liberia enters the fourth day today in 
Abuja. A report from Abuja says the warring factions 
yesterday reached a consensus on the chairmanship of 
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the six-man Council of State. The consensus candidate is 
90-year-old Chief Tamba Taylor, whose nomination was 
earlier rejected by the warring factions on the grounds 
that he would need to be assisted because of his age. 
The warring parties are yet to fully agree on the issue 
of the vice chairmanship. 


Under the Akosombo Accord, a provision was made by 
the creation of a six-man Council of State with Chief 
Tamba Taylor as chairman and Mr. Charles Taylor of 
the NPLF [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] as vice 
chairman. 


Peace Talks Reportedly ‘Fizzled Out’ 


AB2005185595 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 20 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Abuja summit on the 
Liberian conflict has come and gone, with nothing 
finalized. Nine ECOWAS [Economic Community of 
West African States] heads of state got together, the 
SIX walting partis attended, and what should have been 
done in a day lasted for more than three. It got bogged 
down in details about who should have what position 
on the Council of State, and fizzled out today with a 
lot of blame being attached tu Charles Taylor's NPFL 
[National Patriotic Front of Liberia]. From Abuja, Sola 
Odunfa reports: 


[Begin Odunfa recording] The Abuja mini-summit has 
joined the long list of inconclusive conferences in the 
search for peace in war-torn Liberia. As the partici- 
pants fly back home today, after three days and as many 
nights of tough negotiations, war-weary Liberians must 
wait for yet another conference before they can hold 
the warlords to any promise of cease-fire and disarma- 
ment. The communique released today enjoined the war- 
lords to hold themselves ready to reconvene, within a 
short period and at an undisclosed venue, to sign a sup- 
plementary agreement on all the unresolved issues. In 
the meantime, they are requested to consult with their 
principals and constituencies in what was described as 
this last phase towards final resolution. The other issue 
which can be said to have been resolved is the chair- 
manship of the agreed six-member Council of State. 
All the Liberian parties, with the sole exception of the 
Liberia Peace Council [LPC], accepted the appointment 
of Chief Tamba Taylor to the office. The LPC said in 
its formal objection letter last night to ECOWAS, that 
Chief Taylor, although a respected national elder, did 
not possess the qualities required of a leader of contem- 
porary Liberia due to age and frailty. 


Last night, the ECOWAS leaders announced their de- 
cision: that the five other members of the Council of 
State will all be vice chairmen, and that succession to 
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the chairmanship, in case of indisposition by Chief Tay- 
lor, would be by rotation, in alphabetical order, among 
the five. Nearly all the Liberian parties accepted the de- 
cision. Only the NPFL delegation, which has been de- 
manding the office of first vice chairman, was not enthu- 
Siastic about the decision. This NPFL position is seen as 
the reason for the indefinite postponement of the signing 
of a fresh agreement. Importantly, the heads of govern- 
ment concluded that the Council of State could not be 
set up until there was effective cease-fire by the warring 
factions. They therefore appealed to all ECOWAS mem- 
ber states and the international community to contribute 
troops and money to ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire 
Monitoring Group] to enable it enforce the cease-fire 
and d);sarmament of the faction fighters. 


All the faction leaders appraised the Abuja summit as 
an exceptionally positive step on the path to peace in 
Liberia. [end recording] 


Committee Issues Communique 


AB2005212295 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 20 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The meeting, of the ECOWAS 
[Economic Community of West African States} Com- 
mittee of Nine on Liberia, has ended in Abuja, with a 
communique putting on hold the setting up of the six- 
man Council of State until the warring factions show 
commitment to the cease-fire and disarmament process. 
The communique came out after five days of extensive 
consultations and deliberations, which stretched into 
the early hours of the morning. Correspondent Garba 
Abubakar reports: 


[Begin recording] [Abubakar] The communique, read 
by the executive secretary of the Economic Community 
of West African States, Mr. Edouard Benjamin, said 
one of the main targets of the mini-summit was to 
put back on track the peace process. As a result, key 
issues examined were the composition of the Council of 
State, its chairmanship, vice chairmanship, designation 
of officers, as well as mode of succession. At the 
last joint meeting between the Council of Ministers 
and the warring factions, which ended about midnight 
yesterday, there was a consensus on the setting up of 
the six-man Council of State, with Chief Tamba Taylor, 
an 85-year old traditional ruler, as chairman; AFL 
[Armed Forces of Liberia] Lieutenant General Ezekiah 
Bowen, member; NPFL [National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia] Charles Taylor, member; and General Alhaji 
Koromah of ULIMO [United Liberation Movement for 
Democracy in Liberia] as member. Others are Mr. Tom 
Woewiyu, of the Coalition Forces; and Mr. Oscar Quiah, 
of the Liberia National Conference, representing the 
civilian population. It was agreed that the five members 
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will be equal on the council, while succession in the 
event of incapacitation of the chairman will be based 
On rotation, in alphabetical order, of the names of the 
individual members. It therefore came as a surorise 
to some of the parties when the ECOWAS executive 
secretary made a statement on the setting up of the 
council: 


[Benjamin] The heads of state and government stressed 
that the Council of State could not be set up unless 
the factions show a greater degree of commitment to 
the observance of the cease-fire and disarmament of the 
combatants. 


[Abubakar] The communique expressed serious concern 
over the flow of arms into Liberia, in spite of ECOWAS 
agreements and UN Resolution 788 of 1992, and asked 
that the United Nations embargo should be adhered to. 
The summit also appealed to the international commu- 
nity, particularly the United States, to assist the region 
with the logistics in controlling the Liberian land and 
sea borders. It called on ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group] and UNOMIL [UN Observer 
Mission in Liberia] to reactivate the mechanisms earlier 
established for cease-fire and disarmament. The sum- 
mit of the ECOWAS Committee of Nine on Liberia 
informed the parties to be ready to reconvene very soon 
to sign supplementary agreements. NTA [Nigeria Tele- 
vision Authority] sought the reaction of leaders of the 
waiting parties. Mr. Momolu Sirleaf, is of the NPFL: 
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([Sirleaf] Through the communique, I think that the 
ECOWAS leaders have exhibited their usual wisdom, 
and they have given the Liberians an opportunity to get 
together and negotiate to reach an agreement that will 
be a acceptable to all. 


[Abubakar] Dr. George Boley is of the Liberia Peace 
Council, which claims to have control over 70 percent 
of Liberian territory. 


[Boley] The communique ts indicative of what actually 
transpired here at Abuja; and we came here with open 
mind and have been dealing above board and expected 
that we will go back and consult. [sentence as heard] 


[Abubakar] Leader of ULIMO, General Alhaji Ko- 
romah, however, expressed displeasure with the out- 
come. 


{Koromah] As far as I am concerned, it is an over- 
whelming agreement on the structure and the leadership. 
So, what I was expecting was a draft agreement for us 
to have signed, you see. And to throw it back into our 
laps is surprising to me. 


[Abubakar] In spite of the outcome of the summit, ob- 
servers say the Abuja summit was the most successful, 
given the cooperation of the warring parties and the ab- 
sence of acrimony, as obtained in other summits. [end 
recording] 
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Burundi Salaam is laying down specific conditions. The Burundi 


President Visits Tanzania To Discuss Arms Issue 


EA2005204295 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1700 GMT 20 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Our head of state, President 
Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, returned this afternoon from 
Tanzania, where he went yesterday to discuss issues of 
concern to our two countries with Tanzanian President 
Ndugu [honorific] Ali Hasan Mwinyi. 


One of the issues which is being talked about a lot 
is military equipment, which has been purchased by 
Burundi but which is still blocked at the port of Dar 
es Salaam, problems with other Burundian goods which 
pass through Dar es Salaam destined to Bujumbura, and 
the problem of refugees in the subregion, especially 
when it causes insecurity along common borders. As 
President Ntibantunganya promised before taking off 
yesterday, he talked about the aim of his visit upon 
his return at Bujumbura Airport today. He answered 
questions posed by our colleague, Bonaventure Barizira: 


{Begin recording] [Ntibantunganya] [passage omitted] 
The second problem concerns military equipment pur- 
chased by Burundi, which is still blocked at the port of 
Dar es Salaam. [passage omitted] 


[Borizira] About that military equipment — it is a 
problem of great concern here, which has caused a lot of 
speculation. What did you and the Tanzanian president 
conclude concerning this? 


{Ntibantunganya] What we said to the president of 
Tanzania is that the government and president of 
Burundi want to see the equipment reach Burundi, 
which purchased it. His answer was that he agreed that 
the equipment belonged to the Government of Burundi, 
and that nobody else could claim any right over it. 


However, he said that there was a need for understand- 
ing on how all this could be handled in a correct manner, 
whereby no one could be deprived of justice in [words 
indistinct]. That was our conclusion. 


He said Burundians and Tanzanians will continue to 
(?discuss) this issue to find a solution. [passage omitted] 
[end recording] 


President on Deadlock with Tanzania 


LD2105212395 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 21 May 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] In Burundi, President Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya has made no headway with Dar es 
Salaam: The Tanzanian authorities have refused to 
release the 152 tonnes of arms intended for the Rwandan 
army. The refusal is not a categorical one, but Dar es 


president, contacted by Muriel Pomponne, explains: 


{Begin recording] [Ntibantunganya] These arms were 
bought by the Burundi government, and we bought them 
because we believed that the Burundi armed forces need 
them. What needs to be done? There is no question of 
anyone attempting to use this matter to create further 
rifts among Burundians. 


{[Pomponne] So, at the moment the question has not 
been settled? 


{Ntibantunganya] Well, I would not say that it has not 
been settled. | would say that it is only half settled, 
because there is recognition that these arms are the 
property of the Burundi government, and that is a 
very important matter. In the view of the Burundi 
government, this means that the Burundi government 
has a right to them, has the right to recover them. 


{[Pomponne] What is going to happen to these arms in 
the meantime? 


{Ntibantunganya] What we wish to see happen is for 
these arms to be unloaded in Tanzania and for the 
remainder of the problems which are still pending to 
be settled. 


[Pomponne] Do you have any guarantees that they are 
not going to be sent back to China? 


[Ntibantunganya] I do not know about that, I do not 
not know about the conditions [changes thought], what 
steps could be taken by the party which delivered these 
arms, but what we would like is for these arms at least 
to be unloaded in Tanzania. (end recording] 


OAU Urged To Secure Release of Arms 


EA2105202295 Nairobi KNA in English 
1430 GMT 21 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bujumbura, Burundi (KNA/ 
PANA) — [dateline as received) Burundi is asking 
the Organization of African Unity (OAU) to secure 
the release of its Chinese-made arms and ammunition 
impounded by Tanzania for the past one month. 


Its president, Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, spent Friday 
[19 May] in Dar es Salaam pleading with President Ali 
Hassan Mwinyi to hand over the 152 tonnes of military 
hardware, ordered from Beijing in 1992. 


But on his return yesterday he said Mwinyi only rec- 
ognized the consignment belonged to Burundi. Ntiban- 
tunganya said the Tanzanian leader gave certiin pre- 
conditions. He did not specify. 
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Media reports here claimed the cargo was costing the 
government 7,500 U.S. dollars per day. [sentence as 
received] 


The arms were ordered by the previous administration 
of Tutsi President Major Pierre Buyoya before his defeat 
by the Hutu president, Melchior Ndadaye, in July 1993. 


Ndadaye was assassinated in a Tutsi-fomented at- 
tempted coup d’etat on 21st October 1993. 


His successors ordered the shipload of arms back to 
Beijing for fear that it might strengthen the Army, 
perceived to be anti-Hutu. 


The OAU, to which Ntibantunganya is appealing, 
roughly has a score of military observers in Bujumbura, 
about a tenth of what the continental body wanted to 
send in at the height of Hutu-Tutsi revenge killings 
after the late 1993 coup attempt. 


Tutsi opposition leaders here objected to the presence 
of a bigger force claiming this was unconstitutional. 


Zaire 
Ebola Quarantine Lifted Due to Food Shortages 


AB2005194795 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 20 May 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Efforts by the Zaire authorities 
to stop the deadly Ebola virus spreading from Kikwit, 
300 miles east of Kinshasa, to the capital seem to be 
somewhat counter effective. Thousands of people have 
been trapped at the blockade halfway between the two 
locations. So have agricultural supplies for Kinshasa. 
Well, last night the governor of Kinshasa went off to 
see what should be done. Our correspondent, David 
Bamford, is in Kinshasa. Timothy Ecott asked him if 
anything had been done: 


[Begin recording] [Bamford] Well, we've just heard 
that, according to the World Health Organization 
spokesman, the blockade that was imposed just east of 
the city some two weeks ago has now been lifted and, 
according to the spokesman, the dozens of trucks that 
have been stuck there at this time and the thousands of 
people have begun moving towards the city. 


[Ecott] Now, I understand that the governor of Kinshasa 
went to the roadblock area last night. Presumably, this 
is the result of his visit. 


[Bamford] That would be the case. He did go to the 
area yesterday, but he didn’t arrive there till after dark, 
and was held up for his safet; . the crowd were 
very angry with him for creating the blockade. For 
his safety, he spent the night in his farm, but there he 
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told journalists that the intention was to start a medical 
screening of all the 3,000 people that were trapped in the 
security blockade, and they would be allowed through 
to Kinshasa if it was shown that they were healthy. But 
the news that the blockade has been completely lifted 
— which appears to be the case — was very surprising, 
since screening tests were expected to take several days. 
So it’s not quite clear what's happening. 


[Ecott] But regarding the influx of people from the 
province, I gather food was starting to run short in 
Kinshasa, and that those trapped are carrying food 
supplies. 


[Bamford] It was early stages of a food shortage in 
Kinshasa but it is certainly the case that the prices of 
food were going up rapidly — two or three times in 
some cases — and food shortages were imminent, and 
it was important to the Zaire authorities that they avoid 
the kind of food shortages in Kinshasa that tended to 
lead to riots in the past. [end recording] 


Death Toll From Virus Reaches 101 Persons 


AB2105163795 Paris AFP in English 
1621 GMT 21 May 95 


{By Michel Cariou] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kinshasa, May 21 (AFP) — 
The first lorryloads of food from Kikwit, the area at 
the centre of the deadly Ebola virus, arrived in the 
Zairean capital Sunday [21 May] after authorities lifted 
roadblocks sealing off the region. 


The main road between Kikwit and Kinshasa quickly 
returned to busy normality as lorries took their cargoes 
of cassava and maize for sale in the city after a week 
of enforced inactivity. 


Meanwhile the World Health Organization (WHO) said 
the Ebola death toll had risen to 101 out of a total of 
137 reported cases of infection. 


A spokesman told AFP it welcomed the lifting of 
barriers as “a good thing,” although warning that the 
death toll was likely to "rise considerably" as new cases 
emerged. 


The restoration of road links between Kinshasa and Kik- 
wit, 530 kilometres (330 miles) to the east, was accom- 
panied by a resumption in so-called "minor business." 


"We left by lorry a 9 am. from the M’Bankana 
roadblock” 150 kilometres (93 miles) from Kinshasa, 
said one driver, who identified himself only as Guy, 
after arriving here. 


He and his cargo of 160 sacks of cassava and maize 
were held up along with about 1,820 other people and 
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250 vehicles from the Kikwit area because Zairean 
authorities feared the disease could spread to the capital. 


"We went through seven police checks,” Guy added. 
"We had to pay a total of 300,000 Zaires (60 dollars) 
and leave a sack of cassava to get through. It's more 
expensive than before. Then, it was 200,000 Zaires." 


Meanwhile lorries blocked inside Kinshasa also re- 
sumed their journeys to the Kikwit region to load up 
with fresh produce and meat. 


Kinshasa Governor Bernardin Mungul Diaka said the 
restored traffic "will put an end to the exaggurated 
pricing of produce which was beginning to be noticed 
in the capital.” 


However a "sanitary control” would remain at 
M’Bankana to check on people arriving from Kikwit, 
he added. 


"Staff at the post have been told to examine everyone for 
suspected cases of Ebola and tell us in Kinshasa where 
we will launch a campaign to educate people about the 
epidemic,” he said. 


On WHO advice, measures by Zairean authorities to 
control the outbreak will be limited to health centres and 
areas where cases have been reported, in other words 
within 200 kilometres (122 miles) around Kikwit. 


The measures are principally to isolate patients, bury 
the dead under strict medical conditions and protect and 
strengthen medical staff, the WHO added. 


The 300 inhabitants of M’Bankana meanwhile did not 
seem to know or worry too much about the disease 
despite the roadblock. 
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“We know about AIDS because we have seen people 
cie of it,” said one, "but we don’t know anything about 
Ebola. We heard it struck in Kikwit and we don’t even 
know if i is as dangerous as AIDS." 


Then, turning to the journalist questioning him, he 
asked: “How does Ebola spread?" 


In the village’s almost deserted hospital two women 
face another problem. They both gave birth after being 
caught in the roadblock — and villagers want them to 
name their baby boy and girl M’Bankana and Ebola. 


Meanwhile Zimbabwean international goalkeeper Bruce 
Grobelaar, who plays for English Premiership side 
Southampton, said he was considering pulling out of 
a soccer match against Zaire because of fears over the 
virus. 


Zimbabwe have already tried to have the match post- 
poned but were ordered to play as planned on June 4 
by the continent's governing body on football. 


Elsewhere Qatar banned anyone landing in the country 
from Zaire or who had visited it in the past three weeks, 
while Ecuador said it would submit them to a medical 
check. 


Ecuador has also forbidden animals being brought into 
the country from Zaire or Sudan, where a previous Ebola 
outbreak was registered. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Eritrea 


Assembly Establishes Six Administrative Regions 


EA2005201795 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 20 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Eritrean National Assem- 
bly yesterday concluded its sixth normal session suc- 
cessfully, and adopted very important resolutions The 
assembly, having listened to and debated a new bill at 
length, adopted some amendments aiid resolved that Er- 
itrea should be divided into six administrative regions, 
which will in turn be divided into three categories: re- 
gions, subregions, and villages. 


Based on the adopted resolutions, the assembly has also 
formed a committee made up of assembly members 
to follow up on the implementation of the adopted 
resolutions. 


Somalia 


‘Thousands’ Demonstrate in Support of Aidid 


AB2105151995 Paris AFP in English 
1510 GMT 21 May 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, Mav 21 (AFP) — 
Thousands of people took to the streets of Mogadishu 
on Sunday [21 May] to demonstrate support of faction 
leader General Mohamed Farah Aidid, who has boy- 
cotted an ongoing congress of his faction organised by 
rivals. 


The demonstrators, the largest ever crowd seen here, 
finally assembled on the 21 October Parade ground, 
chanting the warlord’s name and carrying placards with 


his photograph. 

The demonstrators condemned the ongoing congress of 
the United Somali Congress/Somali National Alliance 
(USC/SNA) organised by Aidid’s former financier, 
now-turned rival, Osman Hassan Ali “Atto", accusing 
him and his followers of “treason.” 


The protesters also expressed full support for General 
Aidid and his SNA, with one demonstrator, Dirshane 
Hassan Faray, declaring: “We protected Aidid from the 
Americans and we will protect him against whoever 
intimidates him". 
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"General Aidid liberated Somalia from Siad Barre and 
UNOSOM [United Nations Operation in Somalia}, that 
iS Why we support him”, one placard read, referring 
to the overthrow of former dictator Mohamed Siad 
Barre in 1991, and to the subsequent sending of UN 
peacekeepers, who were pulled out in March this year. 


Musicians and supporters addressed the demonstrators 
and read out a message claimed to have come from 
Aidid, which warned SNA supporters against “dirty 
tactics of the new imperialists”, a reference to Atto’s 


group. 


The demonstrators were protected by dozens of heavily- 
armed technicals (armed wagons), with armed militia- 
men on board, in case anti-Aidid groups tried to disperse 
the rally. 


The demonstrations lasted more than four hours without 
any incident. 


Meanwhile, Atto’s one-week congress, which was con- 
vened to reoganise the USC/SNA and to appoint a new 
leadership, but 1s being boycotted by Aidid, continued 
peacefully for a fourth day running under heavy secu- 
rity in south Mogadishu. 


Sources close to the congress said that Atto’s supporters 
would hold a rival demonstration later in the week 


Gun Battle at Mogadishu Airport Leaves 5 Dead 


AB2205125295 Paris AFP in English 
1233 GMT 22 May 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, 22 May (AFP) 
— Heavy fighting broke out between militias at Mo- 
gadishu Airport, killing five refugees living in a nearby 
school and leaving at least three militiamen dead, mili- 
tia sources reported Monday [22 May]. The thunder- 
ous two-hour battle late Sunday [21 May] jolted an 
already tense city as the militias fought with heavy 
weapons mounted on pick-up “technicals” and used 
heavy machine-guns, anti-aircraft missiles and rocket- 
propelled grenades. It came at the end of a day in which 
thousands of people had taken to the streets to demon- 
Strate support for warlord Mohamed Farah Aidid, under 
challenge by his former financier, Osman Hassan Ah 
“Atto.” 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Shots Fired as Mandela Arrives at KwaZulu 
Funeral 


MB2005135995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1352 GMT 20 May 95 


{[FBIS Transcabed Text] Mandeni, KwaZulu/Natal, 
May 20 SAPA — Chaos broke out and two shots were 
fired at Mandeni on the Kw>Zulu/Natal north coast 
just minutes after President Mandela arrived to attend 
a funeral amid massive security. 


A scuffle broke out and a man was assaulted by the 
crowd after being accused of being one of many people 
responsible for violence in the area. Afmcan National 
Congress monitors and police intervened, and the man 
was put in the back of a police van and rushed away 
with groups of the crowd in pursuit. 


There were tense moments as two shots were fired from 
the crowd and police fired teargas at people running 
after the van. 


Mande’a Addresses Violence, Constitution 


MB2005172695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1709 GMT 20 May 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban May 20 SAPA — 
President Nelson Mandela on Saturday vowed he would 
amend the interim Constitution and would withdraw 
central government funding to KwaZulu/Natal if vio- 
lence did not stop. 


In a strongly-worded address at a funeral service at 
Mandeni on the north coast Mr Mandela told about 
2,500 supporters that if he did not have sufficient powers 
to see to it that violence was ended he would amend the 
Constitution to enable him to do so. 


Mr Mandela first made this announcement at a rally in 
Umlazi outside Durban on May |, after Inkatha Freedom 
Party leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi urged supporters to 
rise and resist central government. 


On Saturday Mr Mandela criticised Mr Buthelezi's sub- 
sequent statement that by rise and resist he had meant 
peaceful resistance. "Those who say they meant peace- 
ful resistance have failed to express their disapproval of 
such actions (violent acts) when they address support- 
ers", Mr Mandela charged. 


He was addressing African Nationa! Congress support- 
ers at the funeral service of 11 peopie who were mas- 
sacred at Esithebe near Mandeni on May 9. 


When threatening to withdraw funding from the 
province Mr Mandela said: “To make such calls (to 
rise and resist) in the midst of political violence and 
tension in this province is extremely irresponsible,” 
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and would mean taxpayers’ money was being used to 
undermine the Constitution. 


"lam duty bound to do all I can...to ensure such financial 
abuse does not occur. The provincial government could 
not be given funds to abuse in that way.” 


The recent killings, he added, were “part of a well- 
calculated strategy to undermine the democratic gov- 
ernment and the confidence you have in it.” 


More than 20,000 South Afncans have died in political 
violence since 1984, most of them in KwaZulu/Natal. 


Mr Mandela also lashed out at KwaZulu Police [KZP} in 
the Mandeni area and warned some of them could “lose 
their jobs” because of their failure to solve some 3,000 
murder cases. “I have been nagging them to support the 
government of national unity, but they failed to yield 
my call,” he said to loud cheers. 


Residents in the area have in the past accused the KZP 
of fomenting violence in the region 


Some KZP members assisting the security forces in 
monitoring the funeral returned to their armoured ve- 
hicles as the crowd jeered them. 


He praised the South African Police, however, urging 
supporters to co-operate with them to fight violence and 
crime. 


Mr Mandela also “declared war on no-go areas” where 
the ANC was generally barred from, adding he would 
visit all areas because he was the President of the 
country. “There is someone who said yesterday if I come 
here as the President of South Afnca, I'm welcome, 
but if I come as the President of the ANC, I am not 
welcome. I want to tell them, I am here as President 
of the ANC. If they don't want me to come here, they 
must go and throw themselves into the sea.” 


Minutes after Mr Mandela's arrival at the local sports- 
ground shots rang out and a man accused of complicity 
in the violence was assaulted. He was beaten by a mob 
until police intervened and pulled him away. He was 
bundled into the back of a police van, which drove off 
with about 100 ANC supporters in pursuit. Witnesses 
said the man resembled another man believed to be in- 
volved in orchestrating the violence. 


Mr Mandela's bodyguards formed a tight cordon around 
the President who appeared unperturbed by the uproar. 
He later told the crowd: “Those who are shooting here 
in the air, I'm not scared of guns, I was trained to use 
guns. 


More than 400 policemen were deployed at Saturday's 
funeral and massive security surrounded Mr Mandela 
and his convoy as he arrived at the sportsground. 


This report may contain copyrighted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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It is the second time this month shots were fired at a 
gathering being addressed by Mr Mandela. 


At the May | rally in Umlazi six people were wounded 
when shots were fired at the King Goodwill Zwelithir: 
Stadium where he addressed supporters during a Work- 
ers’ Day rally. 


Mr Mandela began his address on Saturday b) os og 
all political parties to join the government's «0; e/a)! 
violence. "Let us work together to ensure “%¢ live: ot 
men, women, children and the aged are no > ver os! 
in this senseless slaughter.” 


Mr Mandela said he had been briefed on police investi- 
gations into the May 9 killings and it would not be long 
before those responsible were caught and “punished io 
the full extent of the law”. 


"This can not be allowed to continue. The time for firm 
action has come.” 


“We shall not compromise in our resolve to save lives,” 
Mr Mandela said, asking for public co-operation with 
government measures to stop violence. 


Delay in KwaZulu/Natal Elections Considered 


MB2005172895 Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR 
in English 20 May 95 p 1 


[Report by Esther Waugh] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Parliament — It is possible that 
local elections in Kw* Zulu-Natal will be postponed and 
the interim constitution amended to give the defence 
force wider powers, say Government sources. The two 
moves are among a range of strategies being considered 
by President Nelson Mandela in his bid to ensure free 
political activity in the troubled province. 


Relations between central and regional Government 
have deteriorated sharply recently, fuelled by the on- 
going dispute over international mediation. 


The president travels to KwaZulu-Natal today and 1s 
expected to use the trip to reassess the political situation. 


Sources told the Saturday Star that low voter registration 
figures in the province meant that a postponement of the 
November poll was still under consideration. They said 
an amendment to the constitution — to allow the South 
African National Defence Force to search properties — 
had also not been ruled out. 


Separately, the sources described a strategy to engage 
traditional leaders on their roles in party politics and 
the constitution-making process. Mandela is scheduled 
to meet these leaders on Monday morning. 
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The discussions could focus on a proposal that tra- 
ditional leaders be paid by central government. The 
Inkatha Freedom Party has rejected the proposal 


Another element of the presidential strategy involved 
engaging the IFP on constitutional grounds. The ANC 
this week invited the IFP to a bosberaad [bush meeting} 
to discuss constitutional issues 


Special community safety plans are also being worked 
on to reduce levels of violence 


Mandela: States To Keep Traditional Leaders 


MB2205080195 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English OSOO GMT 22 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} President Nelson Mandela 1s 
scheduled tc meet traditional leaders for talks in Pretoria 
this morning. Yesterday the president gave the assurance 
at a rally at Kwa honambi on the KwaZulu/Natal 
south coast [as heard] that setting up new democratic 
local government authorities did not mean doing away 
with the institution of traditional leaders. He said that 
legislation aimed at establishing a uniform salary system 
for traditional leaders was in the pipeline. He said this 
would also protect the institution of traditional leaders 
from being abused for political ends 


During the two rallies he addressed yesterday, Mr. Man- 
dela reiterated his warning that funding to KwaZulu/Na- 
tal could be cut if the province used government money 
to subvert the constitution. He said that local govern- 
ment elections in the province would be impossible un- 
less the level of violence dropped 


Freedom Front Holds Party's First Congress 


MBI9OS20SO095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2037 GMT 19 May 95 


[Report by Enid Rhodes} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Bloemfontein May 19 SAPA 
— Afmkaners must be directed to economically swing 
from traditional employment fields to the role of entre- 
preneurs, which would greatly help to neutralise the job 
conflict that arose from affirmative action, Gen Con- 
stand Viljoen, leader of the Freedom Front [FF], said 
when he opened the party's first congress in Bloer’. 
fontein on Friday [19 May] night. 


Retraining mught be needed and co-ordination \v..th 
reconstruction and development planning would be 
needed 


Gen Viljoen said it was the Afmkaners in their tradi- 
tional work areas of government service, the Defence 
Force, police and public services who would be the 
hardest hit by the effect of affirmative action. The full 
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impact of this technique would still hit the Afrikaner 
nation. 


Its manner of application would cause a drop in produc- 
tivity in the public and business sectors, where affirma- 
tive action appointments replaced merit appointments. 


Gen Viljoen said the Afrikaner was indispensably wo- 
ven into the economy of greater South Africa. Even if 
he wanted to he could not break away from it without 
catastrophic economic consequences for himself and the 
broader South Africa. 


Large numbers of farmers, government officials, police- 
men and other Afrikaners would be unemployed and 
would find it impossible to get work without a career 
adaptation away from the civil service to private under- 
takings. 


He said the economic restructuring of the Afrikaners 
was too big for the Freedom Front alone. A body such as 
the former Reddingsdaadbond [Rescue Action Leaguc] 
should probably be initiated and was envisaged. 


A secondary aim, which was nearly as important as 
the primary aim, was for the Afrikaners to rebuild their 
image within the new South Africa and internationally. 
The image had been shattered. 


The psychological damage that the revolutionary strug- 
gle had inflicted on the nation and which still tried to 
break it down and overload it with guilt, was, rightly or 
wrongly, deserved or undeserved, a matter that needed 
rectification. 

Gen Viljoen said a nation, such as the Afrikaner nation, 
must always be a clearly definable community. There 
were general characteristics that indicated nationhood 
— language, culture, history and the perception of this. 
"Volksnasionalisme” [Afrikaner nationalism] was the 
end-product of values attached to what was unique in a 
nation and the wish to retain, cherish and even defend 
them when they were threatened. 


The notion "Afrikaans speaking community” was surely 
much looser than the term "Afrikaner nation" because 
the national solidarity was lacking due to an absence of 
the common history and its interpretation. 


"Volksnasionalisme" could not be wished away, it had 
to be constitutionally bound and managed. 


Gen Viljoen was loudly applauded when he said that 
(Deputy President) Mr FW de Klerk should not wrongly 
interpret the Freedom Front’s willingness to discuss 
common matters from time to time. Its relationship with 
the National Party had been born from political matu- 
rity. It was necessitated because there was a revival at 
grassroots level of Afrikanerdom that, despite political 
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differences, wanted to stand together for political sur- 
vival. 


The return of the Conservative Party to Afrikaner 
politics was welcomed, as conservatism had a big role 
to play in the new South Africa. There could be healthy 
competition between the two parties which were a fact 
that had arisen from a specific set of circumstances. 


Gen Viljoen said the Freedom Front had an agreement 
with the ANC on Afrikaner self-determination on which 
the party’s relationship with the ANC was based. 
This relationship was unequivocal, honest and based 
on mutual respect. The party was convinced that this 
attitude represented the traditional Afrikaner character 
and no apology was needed for this. 


He said he thought a constructive working relationship 
had been developed with the ANC because the Freedom 
Front put the interests of the country and the Afrikaner 
nation above those of any political party. 


On his position as leader, Gen Viljoen said he was not 
a long- term career politician. It was his aim to win the 
battle in the culmination of the Afrikaner nation’s fight 
for co-existence. 


He believed that the Afrikaner culture and that of 
traditional black people were reconcilable. The solution 
lay not in violence, but in meaningful constitutional 
arrangements and mutual respect. 


He had his own style and character because he believed 
in tactful fellow humanity, upright and honest politics 
and a good case based on right and justice. He had had 
a lifetime of military orientation and was trained not to 
surrender. 


Delegates Urge Leaders To Pursue Homeland 


MB2005202895 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network 
in English 1800 GMT 20 May 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Delegates at the Freedom 
Front’s first federal congress have urged their party’s 
leadership to press ahead with plans for an Afrikaner 
volkstaat [homeland]. Speaker after speaker told the 
Bloemfontein congress that Afrikaners wanted a place 
they could call their own. Dennis Cruywagen reports: 


[Begin recording] [Cruywagen] Last night the leader 
of the Freedom Front, General Constand Viljoen, set 
the tone of the congress. He said getting a sovereign 
volkstaat would take some time but one thing was 
certain: 


[Viljoen} Our people have set their minds on the 
volkstaat. There is no getting away from that. The 
component, the component of self-determination is a 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-098 
22 May 1995 


must. This component, the volkstaat component, is 
a must because even if we apply the principal of 
cultural self-determination throughout the country, our 
perception will still be one of being strangers in our 
own country. 


[Cruywagen] Today, delegates overwhelmingly urged 
Gen. Viljoen to pursue his ideal of an Afrikaner 
volkstaat. They were adamant that they wanted a place 
of their own in the South African sun. It was the sort 
of answer which Gen. Viljoen had hoped for. 


[Viljoen in Afrikaans] There is no doubt. The Afrikaner 
is looking for a volkstaat. The Afrikaner is looking for 
an area in which it will not be overpowered by numbers. 
It is important for people to understand that it is not easy 
to establish such a volkstaat and that it will not come 
about quickly. 


[Cruywagen] But delegates were warned about the 
realities of a volkstaat. 


[Freedom Front official Dr. Pieter Mulder] If a people 
want to govern themselves they must be willing to do 
the work on all levels, so there is no such thing, as far as 
we are concerned, as inferior and superior work. They 
must be willing to do it on all levels of the labor force. 


[Cruywagen] South Africans will get a better idea of 
where an Afrikaner volkstaat will be situated when 
the Volksraad [People’s] Council releases it’s report on 
Friday. It is likely that an area where Afrikaners are in 
the majority will be designated. [end recording] 


Congress Issues Resolutions 


MB2105183795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1557 GMT 21 May 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bloemfontein May 21 SAPA 
— The Freedom Front [FF] recommended at its first 
federal congress in Bloemfontein in the [Orange] Free 
State on Saturday that the creation of a nation state 
("volksstaat") had to be seen as an essential part of 
solving the country’s constitutional problems. This was 
said in a statement issued on Sunday [21 May] by chief 
spokesman Dr Pieter Mulder. 


Dr Mulder said the opening of the congress in the 
Bloemfontein city hall had been attended by about 1,000 
people and the congress proper by about 400 delegates 
from FF regions countrywide. 


Other resolutions and recommendations included one 
demanding the government change a cut-off date for 
amnesty granted to offenders with political motives, 
to ensure equal treatment for Afrikaner and African 
National Congress prisoners. 
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Although the FF had not succeeded in having Ascension 
Day retained as a Christian holiday, Dr Mulder said, 
the congress resolved that Christians should continue to 
treat it as such and that FF MPs would consequently not 
attend sittings on Thursday. 


The congress had expressed itself strongly against 
the South African Broadcasting Corporation's language 
policy, particularly against its portrayal of Afrikaans as 
an inferior language for the less intellectual, Dr Mulder 
said. 


Topics discussed included the FF’s local elections strat- 
egy, education, law and order, the negative effect of af- 
firmative action on FF supporters, and the government's 
Reconstruction and Development Programme. 


Gauteng Taxi Drivers’ Strike Strands Commuters 


MB2205071995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0709 GMT 22 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg May 22 SAPA 
— A strike by angry minibus taxi drivers in Gauteng 
left thousands of commuters stranded on Monday [22 
May]. Scores of commuters heading for work crammed 
bus stops at peak hour on Monday morning as the streets 
were virtually empty of taxis. 


Minibus taxis were seen parked at the major taxi rank 
in Noord Street in central Johannesburg which caters 
for workers heading for the northern suburbs. Bemused 
commuters stood despondently around the rank. 


Operators called the protest on Monday to underline 
their grievances that traffic authorities and magistrates 
were dealing with the industry with an iron-fist. Some 
commuters hit by the strike were battling to hitch-hike 
to work in the northern suburbs as taxis whizzed by 
without passengers. A police armoured vehicle sped 
through the streets of Johannesburg on Monday morning 
with sirens blaring, but there were no immediate reports 
of trouble. 


Minibus taxi drivers have in the recent past blockaded 
main streets in central Johannesburg to highlight alleged 
harrassment by the authorities. 


On Monday morning police cordoned off sections of 
Diagonal Street in downtown Johannesburg to negotiate 
with drivers after they had set up barricades with their 
vehicles. The blockade was lifted after the negotiations, 
SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation] radio 
news reported. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


12 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


New Turret for T-6 Howitzer Being Tested in India 


MB2205120895 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 22 May 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) A new South African-made 
artillery product is being tested in India this month. 


The armaments manufacturer LIW [Lyttelton Engineer- 
ing Works], a subsidiary of Denel, has developed a tur- 
ret for the 155 mm gun known as the T-6 Howitzer 
which fits on a Russian T-72 tank chassis. The Indian 
Army which uses the T-72 is evaluating several such 
weapon systems. Denel has sent an improved version of 
the gun with a longer barrel to India. The company says 
the longer barrel increases the gun’s maximum range to 
more than 40 kilometers. 


Commitment Made To Aid Reconstruction in 
Angola 

MB2005172795 Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR 
in English 20 May 95 p2 


[Report by John Fraser] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Brussels — Europe and South 
Africa have agreed that Angola will be the focus for 
their first cooperation in foreign policy. This follows last 
week’s visit to SA [South Africa] by European Union 
commissioner Joao de Deus Pinheiro, who is responsible 
for EU relations with sub-Saharan Africa. 


A spokesman for Pinheiro told journalists in Brussels 
yesterday that the commissioner had held extensive dis- 
cussions about Angola with South African leaders, in- 
cluding President Nelson Mandela and Deputy President 
Thabo Mbeki. 


"Both the European Union and South Africa are com- 
mitted to a smooth transition in Angola” said the 
spokesman. "We will contribute to reconstruction in An- 
gola, as will South Africa. 


He said an operation to lift landmines planted across 
Angola would be the first priority for co-operation 
between Brussels and Pretoria. The EU would probably 
provide finance for the work, which would mainly be 
carried out by South Africa. 


Pinheiro and his travelling entourage went on to 
Mozambique after their stay in SA, and again identified 
a need to help with the lifting of mines. 


"We see South Africa as the powerhouse for regional 
integration,” said the EU spokesman. “And President 
Mandela confirmed that he does not want South Africa 
to be an island of prosperity in an ocean of misery." 
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Envoy Sonn Assailed For Membership in U.S. 
Group 


MB2105204295 Johannesburg RAPPORT 
in Afrikaans 21 May 95 pp I, 2 


[Report by Freek Swart] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The South African ambas- 
sador to the U.S., Mr. Franklin Sonn, has been caught 
up in a storm of controversy because he accepted hon- 
orary membership of the right-wing U.S. hunters’ or- 
ganization, the Safari Club International (SCI), which, 
among other things, has outspoken anti-Semitic mem- 
bers. 


It unleashed a torrent of criticism, including reaction 
from American diplomatic ranks, and an urgent meet- 
ing was held this week in the South African Embassy 
in Washington to discuss the issue. The problem arose 
when Mr. Sonn, who was a prominent ANC member 
in Cape Town before his appointment in Washington, 
accepted honorary membership of the Safari Club Inter- 
national despite the fact that a senior SCI official told his 
predecessor in his official office in Washington: "Jew, 
you will burn in hell." Mr. Schwarz’s predecessor, Dr. 
Piet Koornhof, has also been dragged into the contro- 
versy. He has partly blamed the former state president, 
Mr. P.W. Botha, and still harbors grievances which he 
wants to “raise” with Mr. Schwarz. 


The problem began this week at a reception held for the 
ANC’s Northwest Province premier, Mr. Popo Molefe, 
and a provincial government delegation, hosted by Mr. 
Sonn at the South African Embassy in Washington. 
Mr. Molefe and his group, who want to attract wealthy 
hunters to the Northwest, arrived at the function with 
SCI officials, who regard the Northwest as one of the 
best hunting grounds in the world. Mr. Sonn openly 
boasted that he and Mr. Molefe accepted honorary mem- 
bership in the SCI. Some of the guests at the function 
were annoyed. Among these guests were senior U.S. 
diplomats of Jewish origin like Mr. Larry Schwartz, pre- 
viously assigned to the U.S. Embassy in Pretoria. They 
regarded it as a slap in the face of Mr. Harry Schwarz, 
who would not have anything to do with the SCI be- 
cause of the anti-Semitic insults about the Jew who "will 
burn in hell." 


The outburst follows reports that the senior SCI official 
hurled abuse in Mr. Schwarz’ office because the ambas- 
sador refused to donate South African taxpayers’ money 
to the SCI. Mr. Schwarz’s predecessor, Dr. Piet Koorn- 
hof, donated $100,000 (then approximately R250,000 
[rands]) to the SCI. [passage omitted] 
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South African Press Review for 19 May 
MB1905 124195 


(FBIS Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Extension of Amnesty Cut-Off Date — President Nel- 
son Mandela “may be looking for a convincing reason 
to alter the [amnesty] cut-off date," according to Johan- 
nesburg THE STAR in English on 19 May in a page 12 
editorial. The Freedom Front, FF, has asked that the cut- 
off date be extended to 10 May 1994 which will make 
the "suspected AWB [Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging; 
Afrikaner Resistance Movement] bombers eligible for 
amnesty and thus part of the process of national recon- 
ciliation that the Truth Bill is meant to facilitate.” Presi- 
dent Mandela has “hinted that the cut-off date might be 
advanced — provided the FF helps reduce the continu- 
ing high level of violence." Mandela is known to be "un- 
der strong pressure" from ANC militants not to change 
the date and so enable the suspected AWB bombers to 
escape trial and possible conviction for the death of 20 
civilians. But, as the FF has warned there "will be dis- 
unity and conflict, rather than unity and reconciliation, 
if indicted rightwingers are excluded.” 


SOWETAN 


Savimbi ‘Come to His Senses’ — "The resurrection 
from infamy of Dr Jonas Savimbi, on whose hands is 
the blood of many thousands, confirms that the worst 
political actor can bounce back to life," begins a page 
10 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 
19 May. The paper is glad Savimbi has “at last come to 
his senses." The paper is also happy that “he is prepared 
to support the future government” of Angola and that he 
seems "to have been forgiven in his own land" which 
“cautions us to contain anger we cannot hide." 


THE CITIZEN 


Call for Extension of Amnesty Cut-Off Date — Johan- 
nesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 18 May in its 
page 6 editorial finds it "a pity” that President Mandela 
and Justice Minister Dullah Omar have made the ex- 
tension of the cut-off date for amnesty conditional on 
the level of political and common crime being reduced. 
"Thousands of ANC members have been amnestied. Se- 
nior ANC members, including several Cabinet Minis- 
ters, are to have their temporary immunities from pros- 
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ecution, granted by the previous government, extended 
for a year. If the government wants an end to the bit- 
terness and hatred that have marred the country’s po- 
litical life in recent years, it should extend the cut-off 
date to include Right-wingers and members of the Pan- 
Africanist Congress who committed acts of terror." 


MAIL & GUARDIAN 


‘Limitations’ of Unity Government — Editor Anton 
Harber writes in an article on page 32 of Johannesburg 
MAIL & GUARDIAN in English for 19-25 April 
that there are "severe limitations" the Government 
of National Unity, GNU, imposes on the process of 
political change. The GNU enforces “compromise,” 
and “empowers minorities beyond their numbers, and 
often blocks the ability of a majority to implement 
its policies." This is preventing the government from 
"giving clear leadership" when it is demanded. Among 
other examples, the article looks at abortion, noting that 
the issue "has gone to a multiparty committee, which 
is going to struggle to find a workable compromise, a 
process that will take at least two years. Just starting 
public hearings on the issue has taken a year. And that’s 
before the issue is tested before the Constitutional Court, 
as is inevitable." But the ANC came to government 
with "an unequivocal pro-choice position on abortion. 
Since compromise seems unlikely on so touchy an issue, 
the ANC may have to await the end of the GNU to 
implement its policy." Harber believes the country needs 
a government able to “take firm and decisive action 
when it is called for — and an opposition that is able to 
keep a close watch on it and speak out strongly against 
poor decisions. That cannot happen within the GNU." 


BUSINESS DAY 


Free State Premier’s ‘Decisiveness’s — A page 14 
editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on 19 May says Free State Premier Patrick Lekota’s 
dismissal of his provincial housing minister shows "how 
to deal with public officials accused of corruption." 
"The speed and decisiveness of Lekota’s response is 
precisely the message that needs to go out to other 
tempted politicians, the public servants and the country 
at large. It is no good ritually intoning a commitment 
to clean government when allegations against elected 
or employed officials are ignored or papered over in an 
effort to limit damage to image." 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Ghana 


*Six Export Free Zone Sites Designated 


QSAf0085A Accra DAILY GRAPHIC in English 
30 Mar 95 p5 


[Report by Kingsley Adjei Manu] The minister of 
trade and industry, Mrs. Emma Mitchel, announced 
on Tuesday, March 14, 1995, that six sites have been 
identified as export-free zone areas in the country. 


The areas are the Ring Road North Industrial Area, 
Ring Road South Industrial Area, Oyarifa North of 
Adenta and East of Aburi Road Area, South of Tema 
Motorway, Accra North East of Tema and East of Tema 
Roundabout, and the Sekondi-Takoradi Development 
Area. She further indicated that Accra North East of 
Tema and East Tema Roundabout off the Ada Road 
has been identified as the most congenial site which is 
fairly ready for development into another zone, and it 
is likely that the enclave development at this site will 
begin soon. [passage omitted] 


Liberia 


‘Interest Group’ Supports Abuja Summit Decision 


AB2105165195 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
1400 GMT 21 May 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Interest Group of Liberia 
has described as a positive step the decision of the Com- 
mittee of Nine of the ECOWAS [Economic Community 
of West African States] heads of state to strengthen 
ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] 
to enforce a cease-fire and disarmament. In a state- 
ment issued here yesterday, the chairman of the Interest 
Group of Liberia, Dr. Togba Na Tipoteh, said the In- 
terest Group welcomes this decision because it has al- 
ways advocated irreversible disarmament before the sit- 
ting of a new Council of State. Dr. Tipoteh told LINA 
[LIBERIAN NEWS AGENCY] that he was not sur- 
prised by the decision, because ECOWAS leaders have 
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always supported [words indistinct] majority in Liberia. 
Dr. Tipoteh then used the occasion to call on all Liberi- 
ans to mobilize financial and human resources to help 
strengthen ECOMOG and carry out the decision of the 
ECOWAS leaders. Dr. Tipoteh, a long standing politi- 
cal activist, has always advocated a gun-free society as 
the surest way to peace in Liberia, as evidenced by his 
food for guns program. 


Nigeria 


Military Organizes ‘Hunt’ for Nadeco Members 


AB1905225795 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1830 GMT 19 May 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Nigeria has suddenly orga- 
nized a hunt for political opponents. The objective is to 
nip in the bud any bid to organize demonstrations on 
12 June to mark the second anniversary of the cancella- 
tion of the elections that should have brought Moshood 
Abiola to power. Tunde Fatunde reports from Lagos: 


[Begin Fatunde recording] Several influential Nadeco 
[National Democratic Coalition] officials regarded as 
the bete noire of the military junta are currently being 
interrogated by security forces. This interrogation is 
taking part in several provincial capitals of the Nigerian 
Federation. Reliable sources from the national police 
say that the members of the opposition, who have not 
hidden their hostility to the military junta, are favorable 
to Moshood Abiola’s proclaiming himself president of 
Nigeria. According to Ola Oni, a Nadeco member who 
was arrested and then released, and I quote, we hope to 
continue the struggle peacefully until Moshood Abiola 
is proclaimed President of Nigeria, unquote. It may be 
added that Colonel David Dong, the deputy military 
administrator of Oyo State, very close to Lagos, clearly 
indicated that he would use every means at his disposal 
to prevent the holding of any demonstration, political 
rally, or seminar organized by the opposition to mark 
the anniversary in question. [end recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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